
Happy Holidays! Do you want to be entered into a drawing for a gift package from Gehris & Associates,
LLC? Here's how it works:

We have brought you 12 short articles regarding legal issues that were addressed in the law in 2020. We
posted these articles on our Gehris & Associates, LLC Facebook page. Please go to our Facebook page and
'like' AND 'share' the articles from each day. If you 'like' AND 'share' the article your name will be entered
in to a drawing for a gift package. This means that if you 'like' AND 'share' every article you will receive 12
entries. After all 12 days of Christmas articles have been posted, we will announce the winner of the prize
package. Please pass this along to your friends and family. Anyone can enter.

If you missed any previous articles, you can find them on our Facebook page. The winner of the drawing will
be selected next week and announced on our Facebook page.

Visit our Website  ​

Pension and Disability Benefits

In a case called In re the Marriage of Sullivan, a formerly married couple entered into a
settlement agreement at their divorce. The agreement stated that wife would be able to
share equally in her former husband’s pension once he reached the age of
retirement. Shortly after the divorce, and before the man had reached retirement age, the
man was found to be totally disabled. As a result, the man was allowed a “disability
pension” before reaching retirement age, and the woman sought a portion of his disability
pension. There was no express or implied language that referenced disability or disability
benefits at all and there was no evidence that the former couple had contemplated those
types of benefits at the time of their divorce. Additionally, the purpose of the pension was
not to currently support the wife, but to support her after the man had reached the age
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of retirement. So, ultimately, the woman was not entitled to a share of man’s disability
pension before he reached retirement age. 
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