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Happy Holidays! Do you want to be entered into a drawing for a gift package from Gehris & Associates, LLC?
Here's how it works:

From now until December 23rd we will bring you 12 short articles regarding legal issues that were addressed in the
law in 2020. We are posting these articles on our Gehris & Associates, LLC Facebook page. Please go to our
Facebook page and 'like' AND 'share' the article each day. If you 'like' AND 'share' the article your name will be
entered in to the drawing for the gift package. This means that if you 'like' AND 'share' every article you will receive
12 entries. After all 12 days of Christmas articles have been posted, we will announce the winner of the prize
package. Please pass this along to your friends and family. Anyone can enter.
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The Rights of a Step-parent

The Illinois Supreme Court recently
heard a case regarding the rights of
stepparents. In Sharpe v. Westmoreland,
a couple named Matt and Kris were
living together but were not legally
married. Matt had previously been
married to Crystal, with whom he had a
child. When Matt passed away, Kris
sought to have parenting time with the
child with whom she had built a strong
bond over the time that she was in a
relationship with Matt. Crystal, the

child’s mother, did not want Kris having visitation with the child, and she argued that Kris
did not have standing to petition for visitation or allocation of parental responsibility
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under the Dissolution Act because she did not qualify as a “step-parent” under the Act.

Kris argued that the Civil Union Act applied to her relationship with Matt, and that the
Civil Union Act entitles a partner to a civil union the “same legal obligations,
responsibilities, protections, and benefits as a spouse” (750 ILCS 75/20 (West 2016)). The
court held that the Act does not state that the entitlement to visitation rights and parenting
time are limited in any way for civil union partners. The Court determined that parents in
a civil union have step-parenting rights that are the same as married individuals. These
step-parenting rights continue even after their spouse passes away and Kris did have
standing to proceed with her request.
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